UNDERSTANDING FERTILIZERS

AND THEIR RISKS

Fertilizers from animal sources are often things like compost, manure, blood meal,
FERTILIZERS and feather meal.
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Fertilizers can be processed to reduce germs, known as treated fertilizers. But
GERMS IN FERTILIZER untreated fertilizers can contain germs.

The application interval for untreated fertilizers should depend on whether the
edible parts of fruit and vegetable crops contact the soil.

Timet Germs!

Timet Germs}

If edible parts do not touch the soil (like tomatoes, peas, peppers), If edible parts touch the soil (like carrots, melons, onions), apply fer-
apply fertilizers at least 90 days before harvest. tilizers at least 120 days before harvest

Keeping fertilizer records is important to trace any contamination and improve the safety of
RECORD KEEPING fruits and vegetables. To keep good records:

Information about
fertilizers to record:

- Type
- Source
- Storage location
- Rate of use
Date of use Fertilizers Log Sheet
Method of use
—
Record information on fertilizers Verify the record by the farm manager Maintain records for at least 2 years

Kansas State University is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

MF3721 November 2025




